










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































'Di.tel!toss eoi.Hty noae Proporty 1 ax Sor11ieo A90Hey 
C O E '7ovest;9<1t1119 ~eport 

Ll Description (grid #) __ :c13,e3,.,0,,,8,,9<:-,,_s,,_95.e5,e:-c,0,.,2,:.-6,e3"'9"'5,,9,_,9<:-_,,o,,_oo.,,,o,,__ __________ _ 

Owner's Name Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York Inc. 

Mailing Address C/O Daniel Rice 900 Red Mills Rd. Walkill NY 12589 

Property Location 800-1000 Sacandaqa Loop 

School District Beacon City School Dist. 

Total Assessed Value now on roll 12,000,000 

Special District -~O~v"'e~rl"'o,,o,,,k..,_P_,,o"'in""t"L"'i.,,q.,_,h.,,_t_ 

Corrected to _ _.,,,s,,_a'-'-m'-'e'-----

Taxable Assessed Value (Prior to Star) now on roll 0 Corrected to Same 

Exempt codes and amounts if applicable 
NonProfit Religious 12,000,000 

Amount Levied -~$=24~·=7~1~7=.6=2~_ 

Tax Bill Paid? _x_ yes _no 

Should be $21,248.97 

Verified with assessor? __x_yes _no 

Error Claimed is defined in Real Property Tax Law, Section 550: 

_J{_Subdivision 2, Paragraph l (clerical error) 
_ '1division 3, Paragraph_ (error in essential fact) 
__ ,odivision 7, Paragraph_ (unlawful entry) 

Reason: 

Exemption was approved by assessor, but not entered on roll _ 
, 

Exemption amount incorrectly calculated_ 

Assessed value on School Tax roll does not match assessor's final work product_ 

Structure did not exist on taxable status date or was present on another parcel _ 

Assessment based on incorrect acreage _ 

Parcel should be Wholly Exempt_ 

Parcel Misclassified as homestead or non-homestead 

Other: _x_ Parcel was charged for the Overlook Point Light Special District in error. 

Recommendation _...,X"--------_APPROVE APPLICATION ___ .DENY APPLICATION 

Details: It is recommended that the application for a partial refund of the 2017 /18 Cnty/Tn Tax Bill be approved 

See attached "Schedule A" for charqeback amounts. 

Date 



4 w 
Department of Taxation and Finance 
Office of ReRI Property Tax Services RP .. 556 

RK 
ATE Application for Refund or Credit of 

Real Property Taxes 

Part 1 - General information: To be completed in duplicate by the applicant. 
Names of owners 

Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc. 
Mailing address of owners (number and street or PO box) Location of property (street address) 

900 Red Mills Rd 800-1000 Sacandaga Loop 
City, village, or post office State ZIP code City, town, or village 

Wallkill NY 12589 Fishkill 

(4118) 

State ZIP code 

NY 12590 

Daytime contact number I Evening contact number Tax map number of section/block/lot: Property identification (see tax bill or assessment roll) 

845-7 44-1900 n/a 5955-02-639599 
Account number (as appears on tax bill) I Amount of taxes paid or payable I Date of payment 

Unknown 3,468.65 01-29-2018 
Reasons for requesting a refund or credit: 

An erroneous charge in the amount of $3,468.65 for the Overlook Point Light district was charged to Watchtower and paid in 2018 for 

this tax-exempt property. Watchtower was correctly exempted from these charges on the 2019 tax bill. 

I hereby request a refund or credit of real property taxes levied by T°'o .. w ... n,._.,of._F._i:::scchk:::i::_11 ______ for the year(s) _20_1~8 ___ _ 
(County, city, village, etc.) 

Part 2 - To be completed by the County Director or Village Assessor. Attach a written report including 
documentation and recommendation. Specify the type of error and paragraph of subdivision 2, 3, or 7 of 
Section 550 under which the error falls. If a Directed reinstatement, see instructions. 

Date application received Date warrant annexed 

Recommendation 

Signature of official 

* If this application approved, 1d thB same error appears on a current assessment roll, send a copy of this form including all 
attachments, to the assessor and board of assessment review. They must treat this application as a petition for the correction of that 
current roll (Form RP-553). 

Part 3 - For use by the tax levying body or official designated by resolution _________ _ 
(insert number or date, if applicable) 

Application approved (Mark an X in the applicable box): 

Clerical error D Error in essential fact 0 Unlawful Entry D Directed reinstatement D 

Amount of taxes paid Amount of taxes due Amount of refund or credit 

Application denied (reason): 

Signature of chief executive officer or official designated by resolution I Date 



Page 2 of 2 RP-556 (4/18) 

Instructions 

General information 

Where to send 
Submit two copies of this application to the County Director of 
Real Property Tax Services (in Nassau and Tompkins Counties, 
submit to Chief Assessing Officer). In a village which has 
retained its assessing unit status, submit to the village assessor 
or chairman of village board of trustees. 

When to send 
You must submit this application within three years of the 
annexation of the warrant for the collection of such tax. 

Refunds 
If the tax was already paid, and the application is approved, the 
applicant is entitled to a refund of the overpayment. 

Credits 
If the tax has not yet been paid, and the application is approved, 
the applicant is entitled to a credit reducing the amount of the 
outstanding tax. The corrected tax must be paid with the interest 
and penalties that have accrued up to that point. No additional 
interest and penalties will be imposed if the corrected tax is paid 
within eight days of the date on which the notice of approval 
is mailed to the applicant. The interest and penalties on the 
credited portion of the tax are cancelled. 

Types of correctable errors 
Real Property Tax Law (RPTL) section 550 recognize the 
following types of correctable errors: 

Clerical error (RPTL section 550, subdivision 2): 

(a) an entry of assessed value on the tax roll which differs from 
the entry for the same parcel on the property record card, 
field book, or other final work product of the assessor, or the 
final verified statement of the board of assessment review 
due to an error in transcription 

(b) a mathematical error in the calculation of a partial 
exemption 

(c) an incorrect entry due to failure of the assessor to act on a 
partial exemption 

(d) an arithmetical error in the calculation or extension of the 
tax 

(e) an incorrect entry due to a mistake in the determination or 
transcription of a special assessment or other charge based 
on units of service provided by a special district 

(f) a duplicate entry of the description or assessed valuation, or 
both, of an entire single parcel 

(g) an entry on a tax roll which is incorrect by reason of an 
arithmetical mistake by the assessor appearing on the 
property record card, field book, or other final work product 
of the assessor 

(h) an incorrect entry on a tax roll of a re-levied school tax or 
re-levied village tax which has been previously paid 

(i) an entry on a tax roll which is incorrect by reason of a 
mistake in transcription of a re-levied school tax or re-levied 
village tax 

Error in essential fact (RPTL section 550, subdivision 3): 

(a) the assessment of an improvement destroyed or removed 
prior to taxable status date 

(b) the assessment of an improvement not in existence or 
present on a different parcel 

(c) an incorrect entry of acreage which was considered by the 
assessor in valuing the parcel and which resulted in an 
incorrect assessed valuation, where such acreage is shown 
to be incorrect on a survey submitted by the applicant 

(d) not applicable to refunds 

(e) not applicable to refunds 

(f) misclassification of a parcel in an approved assessing unit 
which is exclusively used for either residential or non­
residential purposes 

Unlawful entry (RPTL section 550, subdivision 7): 

(a) an assessment of wholly exempt property on the taxable 
portion of the assessment roll 

(b) an assessment of real property located entirely outside the 
boundaries of the assessing unit, the school district, or the 
special district in which the real property is designated as 
being located 

(c) an entry made by a person or body without the authority to 
make such entry 

(d) an assessment of taxable state land which exceeds the 
assessment as approved by the Office of Real Property Tax 
Services (ORPTS) 

(e} an assessment of special franchise property which exceeds 
the final assessment as made by ORPTS or the full value of 
that special franchise as determined by ORPTS adjusted by 
the final state equalization rate established by the ORPTS 
for the assessment roll upon which that value appears 

For an unlawful entry, attach a statement signed by assessor 
or majority of board of assessors substantiating that that parcel 
should have been granted tax exempt status on tax roll. 

Directed reinstatements: 

Enter Directed reinstatement on the report required by Part 2 
only when an Enhanced STAR Exemption or a senior citizens 
exemption was properly removed but is being reinstated under 
the good cause authorization of Real Property Tax Law (RPTL) 
sections 425(6)(a-2) or 467(8-a). In such a case, the written 
report of the county director or village assessor must indicate 
that there has been a good cause finding, and a copy of the 
written report must be attached to this form. 



WArcktowER 
Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc. 

Accounting 
900 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-5200, U.S.A. 

Phone: (845) 744-6000 Fax: (845) 524-0111 

Dutchess County Office Building 
Real Property Tax Service Agency 
22 Market Street, 3rd Floor 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
Attention: Eric Axelsen, Director 

Request for Refund of2018 Lighting Charge 

AA:ABA August 16, 2019 

800-1000 Sacandaga Loop, Wappingers Falls, New York 
Parcel ID: 133089-5955-02-6395999-0000 

Dear Mr. Axelsen: 

Enclosed is an Application for Refund of Real Property Taxes related to an overpayment of 
property taxes for the above-referenced property (the "Property") owned by Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York, Inc. ("Watchtower"), in the Town of Fishkill. The overpayment resulted from an 
erroneous charge on the 2018 Statement of County/Town Taxes for the Property received from the Town 
of Fishkill. 

Pursuant to the enclosed Court Order (the "Order"), the assessment for the Property was corrected 
to designate it as exempt for the tax years affected by the taxable status date of March 1, 2016 (tax year 
2016/2017). The Order stipulated that refunds be paid to Watchtower for Property and School taxes paid 
for the 2016/2017 tax year. This included refunds of payments made for the "Chelsea Fire" and 
"Overlook Point Light" charges, demonstrating that the exemption applied to these charges. 

While the Property has remained on the wholly exempt portion of the tax roll since 2017, the 
Statement of County/Town Taxes received in January 2018 included a charge for "Overlook Point Light" 
in the amount of $3,468.65. Watchtower paid the bill in full in February 2018, without noting the 
erroneous charge. However, the discrepancy was later discovered and brought to the attention of the 
Town of Fishkill Assessor. Subsequently, the error was corrected and the Statement of County/Town 
Taxes received in January 2019 did not include the "Overlook Point Light" charge. 

Considering the foregoing, we are submitting a request for the refund of the erroneous payment 
made in February 2018. Please contact me if you require any more information in support of this request. 
Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Attachments ( 5) 



RP-5S3 (1/06) 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE 
OFFICE OF REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES 

NOTICE AND PETITION OF ASSESSOR TO THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT 
REVIEW FOR THE Town of Fishkill (assessing unit) FOR 

CORRECTION OF THE 20J.l. FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLL 

To be completed in duplicate by assessor, or designated member of the Board of Assessors. Assessor is to transmit copy by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, to individual named in Part 2, item 1, EXCEPT where the proposed correction will result in a lower assessment. 
Transmit original to Chairman of Board of Assessment Review 

PART 1: NOTICE OF PETITION 

You are hereby notified that the Board of Assessment Review for _T_o_w_n_o_f_F_i_s_h_ki-cll-~~~~-------wlll convene at 
✓ A~sessing Unit 

10:00 (a.m./p.m.) on 8/9/2017 at 807 Route 52, Fishkill, NY 125l4 for the purpose of acting on 
Time Date Location 

the Assessor's or Board of Assessor's petition (see below) to correct the ___ 2"'0.,.1_7 ___ final assessment roll. 
Year 

Note: You -may-appeal' af the meeting"arid"presCrit ariy infOimatfofl relevant tO the' pCtitTon b'efoW~- The" B()aicfOf AssCSSinent Rev1CW wili __ _ 
notify the tax levying body of any changes to be made. The tax levying body will then notify you of any such change. 

PART 2: PETITION 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of NY \ N/A Evening C } N/A Day( 

la. Name of Owner 2. Telephone Number 
900 Red Mills Road 

Wallkill, NY 12589 800-1000 Sacandaga Loop 

1 b. Mailing Address 3. Parcel Location (if different than lb.) 

N/A 
1 c. E-mail Address ( optional) 

5955-02-639599 
4. Description of real property as shown on tax roll or tax bill (Include tax map designation) 

5. AccountNo. -'-N-'-/A ___________ _ 

6a. Entry appearing on final assessment roll: 
Land Value 1 000 000 
Total Value 12 000 000 
Exempt Value ____ O,c_ _________ _ 

7. Type of error (see definitions on reverse side): 

6b. Entry on final assessment roll should be: 
Land Value 1,000,000 
Total Value 12 000 000 
Exempt Value _,1.,2.,,0,,,0,,0.,,0,,,0e,0 ________ _ 

_____ Clerical error.~ defined in Sec. 550 (2). para. __ . _ 
_____ Error in essential fact, as defined in Sec. 550 (3), para, __ 
--~✓-- Unlawful entry, as defined in Sec. 550(7), para.~ 
_____ Omitted parcel of taxable real property or an omitted improvement on current or preceding year's assessment roll. 
_____ Incorrect grant of partial exemption on preceding year's assessment roll; no transfer of title has occurred. 

An entry of assessed valuation of taxable State~owned land on current or preceding year's roll which is less than amount approved 
by the Office of Real Property Tax Services. 
An entry of assessed valuation ofa special franchise on current or preceding year's roll which is less than final assessment thereof 
made by the Office of Real Property Tax Services or the full value of that special franchise as detennined by the Office of Real 
Property Tax Services adjusted by the final state equalization rate established by the Office of Real Property Tax Services for the 
assessment ro11 upon which that value appears. 

8. Describe how error occurred (Be specific; do not repeat definitions on reverse side; attach documentation) This properly has been 
determined to qualifv for The Nonorofit Religious Exemotion on The 2017 Assessment Roll. 

(Use additional sheets if necessary) 

I Christian Harkins Assessor or designated member of the majority of the Board of Assessors of the 

-

T:..:o=w:.:.n=o:.f :..:Fc...is_h_k-il_l ____ • -hereby petition the Board of Assessment Revie~to~ thz;;e 20_1L final assessment roll as indicated above. 
Assessing Unit _ . 

7/27/2017 
Date Assessor's signature 



RP-553 (1/06) Page 2 

To be completed by CHAIRMAN OF BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW: 

12,000,000 Final assessment (to be included on verified statement of changes) .............. , ....... , . , ........................ , .... , ... $ _____ _ 

REMARKS: Thr 5 f'~tl✓, /2,:;s Jft'I,, n,cvp) -k loll S:C'."c/..•ov, ~ q;,_,,/ f'XP""/1.;.,.,,,,., (fJtlf? 

2~)/0 h4s bf'P.-, '3/PP,.J. The To,x,i,le. 11.sJ-,.,,sPo/ (/,,l..,e o{ -1/.i;J/>"'f>"(/:? ;s4'o. 

8\9J§~olj 

Real Property Tax Law, Section 550(2): 

A "clerical error" means: 
(a) an entry of assessed value on the assessment roll which differs from the entry for the same parcel on the 

property record card, field book or other final work product of the assessor, or the final verified statement 
of the board of assessment review due to an error in transcription; 

(b) a mathematical error in the computation of a partial exemption; 
(c) an incorrect entry due to failure of the assessor to act on a partial exemption; 
(d) [not applicable to final assessment rolls]; 
(e) an incorrect entry due to a mistake in the determination or transcription of a special assessment or other 

charge based on units of service provided by a special district; 
(f) a duplicate entry of the description or assessed valuation, or both, of an entire single parcel; 
(g) an entry on an assessment roll which is incorrect by reason of an arithmetical mistake by the assessor 

appearing on the property record card, field book or other final work product of the assessor; or 
(h), (i) [not applicable to final assessment rolls]. 

Real Property Tax Law, Section 550(3): 

An "error in essential fact" means: 
(a) the assessment ofan improvement destroyed or removed prior to taxable status date; 
(b) the assessment of an improvement not in existence or present on a different parcel; 
(c) an incorrect entry ofacreage which was considered by the assessor in valuing the parcel and which resulte,d 

in an incorrect assessed valuation, where such acreage is shown to be incorrect on a survey subm ii(ed by 
~~~ . 

(d) the omission of the value of an improvement present on real property prior to taxable status date; 
(e) an incorrect entry ofa partial exemption for a parcel which is not eligible for such exemption; or 
(f) misclassification of a parcel in an approved assessing unit which is exclUsively-usea fof either residentfal · · · · 

or non-residential purposes. 

Real Property Tax Law, Section 550(7): 

An "unlawful entry" means: 
(a) an assessment of wholly exempt property on the taxable portion of the assessment roll; 
(b) an assessment ofreal property located entirely outside the boundaries of the assessing unit, the school 

district, or the special district in which the real property is designated as being located; 
(c) an entry made by a person or body without the authority to make such entry; 
(d) an assessment of taxable state land which exceeds the assessment as approved by the Office of Real 
Property Tax Services; or 
(e) an assessment of special franchise property which exceeds the final assessment as made by the Office of 
Real Property Tax Services 

or the full value of that special franchise as determined by the Office of Real Property Tax Services 
adjusted by the final state equalization rate established by the State Board for the assessment roll upon 
which that value appears. 



!FILED: DUTCHESS COUNTY CLERK 03/26/2018 03:43 PMl 
' 

INDEX NO. 2016 51702 

RECEIVED NYSCEF: 03/@018 
NXSCEF DOC. NO. 38 

At an IAS Term of the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York, held for the County of 
Dutchess, at 10 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, 

New York on thec:Jq day of tnoe d ,) 
2018. 

PRESENT: Hon. James V. Brands, J.S.C. 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A REVIEW 

UNDER ARTICLE 7 OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW 
OF A TAX ASSESSMENT 
BY WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY 

OF NEW YORK, INC., 
Petitioner, 

-against-

THE TOWN OF FISHKILL, 
CHRISTIAN HARKINS AS ASSESSOR FOR THE TOWN 
OF FISHKILL, 

AND THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW 
FOR THE TOWN OF FISHKILL, COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 
Respondents 

THE BEACON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Intervenor-Respondent. 

Index Nos. 2016-51702; 

2016-51706; 
2016-51708; 

Petitioner having heretofore served and filed the Notices of Petition and 

Petitions to review assessments made by the Town of Fishkill for the assessment year 

2016 upon certain property located In the Town of Fishkill and designated as Tax Grid 

Nos. 5955-02-798930 located at 5-18 Chelsea Industrial Park, ("798930"), 5955-02-

791875 located at 26 Chelsea Industrial Park, ("791875"), and S955-02-639599 located 

at 800-1000 Sacandaga Loop, ("639599") the tax maps and assessment rolls of the Town 

of Fishkill; and 

11 of 6 



!FILED: no1·tkkss cotiNTY CLERK 037261201a 03:43 PMJ INDEX NO. 2016-s1102 

NYSCEF. DOC. NO. 38 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 03/22/2018 

The issues of these proceedings having duly come before an IAS Term of this 

Court, and the Petitioner having appeared by Beth L. Konken, Esq., of and the 

Respondents having appeared by Kyle W. Barnett, Esq., of Van DeWater & Van 

Dewater, LLP, for the Town of Fishkill, and the Intervenor-Respondent Beacon City 

School District having appeared by Daniel Petigrow, Esq. of Thomas, Drohan, Waxman, 

Petigrow & Mayle, LLP, and the parties having agreed to a settlement of these 

proceedings, it is 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, that the assessment of 26 Chelsea 

Industrial Park (section/block/lot 5955-02-791875) upon the 2016 assessment roll shall 

be corrected so that the said property shall be designated as exempt for the tax years 

affected by the taxable status date of March 1, 2016 (tax year 2016/2017) pursuant to 

Real Property Tax Law section 420-a; and it is further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the assessment of 800-1000 

Sacandaga Loop (section/block/lot S955-02-639599) upon the 2016 assessment roll shall 

be corrected so that the said property shall be designated as exempt for the tax years 

affected by the taxable status date of March 1, 2016 (tax year 2016/2017) pursuant to 

Real Property Tax Law section 420-a; and it is further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, that the officer or officers having custody 

of the aforesaid assessment rolls and the tax rolls of the Town of Fishkill shall make or 

cause to be made upon the proper books and records of said Town the entries, changes 

and corrections necessary to conform said assessments to such corrected and reduced 

valuations; and it is further 

2 
2 of 6 



!FILED: DUTCHESS COUNTY CLERK 03/26/2018 03:43 PM) 
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 38 

INDEX NO. 2016 51702 

RECEIVED NYSCEF: 03/22/2018 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that there shall be audited, allowed and 

paid to the Petitioner by the Town of Fishkill or the Dutchess County Commissioner of 

Finance, $18,143.13, which is fifty percent (50%) of the Town Outside Tax, fifty percent 

(50%) of the Chelsea Fire charge, and fifty percent (50%) of the Overlook Point Light 

charge for 26 Chelsea Industrial Park and 800-1000 Sacandaga Loop paid by the 

Petitioner for the tax year affected by taxable status date of March 1, 2016 (tax year 

2016/2017) , with interest as provided by the respective laws of the State of New York 

provided, however, if said refund is paid by the Town of Fishkill or the Dutchess County 

Commissioner of Finance within ninety (90) days after entry of this Order, said refund 

shall be paid without interest. If payment is not made within ninety (90) days after the 

entry of this Order, then statutory interest will be paid on the amount of any refund 

made from the date of payment as provided by Section 726 of the Real Property Tax 

Law; and it is further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED, that there shall be audited, allowed 

and paid to the Petitioner by the County of Dutchess $12,514.65, which is fifty percent 

(50%) of the County Tax paid for 26 Chelsea Industrial Park and 800-1000 Sacandaga 

Loop by the Petitioner for the tax year affected by taxable status date of March 1, 2016 

(tax year 2016/2017) with interest as provided by the respective laws of the State of 

New York, provided, however, if said refund is paid by the County of Dutchess within 

ninety (90) days of after entry of this Order, said refund shall be paid without interest. If 

payment is not made within ninety (90) days after the entry of this Order, then statutory 

interest will be paid on the amount of any refund made 
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NYSCEF DOC. NO. 38 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 03/22/2018 

from the date of payment as provided by Section 726 of the Real Property Tax law; and 

it is further 

ORDERED, ADUDGED and DETERMINED that there shall be audited, allowed and 

paid to the Petitioner by the Beacon Central School District $43,550.51, which is twenty­

five percent (25%) of the School District taxes paid for 26 Chelsea Industrial Park and 

800-1000 Sacandaga Loop by the Petitioner for the tax year affected by taxable status 

date of March 1, 2016 (tax year 2016/2017), with interest as provided by the respective 

laws of the State of New York, provided, however, if said refund is paid by the Beacon 

City School District within ninety (90) days of entry of this Order said refund shall be 

paid without interest. If payment is not made within ninety (90) days after the entry of 

this Order, then statutory interest will be paid on the amount of any refund made from 

the date of payment as provided by Section 726 of the Real Property Tax Law; and it is 

further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that the refunds hereinabove directed 

to be paid shall by paid by check payable to the order of Watchtower Tract and Bible 

Society of New York Inc., and mailed to c/o Gabriel Martin, Branch Desk, 900 Red Mills 

Road, Walkill, New York 12589, and it is further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that this Order and Judgment hereby 

constitutes and represents full settlement of the tax review proceedings herein, all prior 

stipulations are null and void, all other refunds are hereby waived and there are no 

costs or disbursements awarded to, by, or against any party and that upon compliance 

with the terms of this Order and Judgment, the above proceedings shall be, and the 

same hereby are, settled and discontinued with prejudice. 

4 
4 of 6 



!FILED: DUTCHESS COUNTY CLERK 03/26/2018 03:43 PMJ INDEX NO. 2016-51702 

NYSCEF·DOC. NO. 38 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 03/22/2018 
J 

ENTER 

HON.JAME 

5 
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Signing and Entry of the within Order is hereby 
Consented to: 

DATED: 

Kyle Barnett, 
Atto n for Respondents 
Van DeWater & Van Dewater, LLP 
85 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 101 
P.O. Box 112 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12602-0112 
(845) 452-5900 

DA: ~1/_l-_7 __ ~• 2018 

X)~~ 
Daniel Petigrow,Esq. 
Attorney for Intervenor-Respondent 
Thomas Drohan Waxman Petigrow & Mayle, LLP 
2517 Route 52 
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533-3227 
(845) 592-7000 

DATED: 3 / io , 2018 

' 

~~ 
Attorney for Petitioner 
100 Watchtower Drive 
Patterson, NY 12563-2232 
(845) 306-0700 



IN PERSON 
PAYMENT 

807 Route 52 
Fishkill, NY 12524 
M - F 8:00am - 4:30pm 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
Rebecca Tompkins, Receiver of Taxes 
807 Route 52 
Fishkill, NY 12524 
845-831-7800 

Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York Inc 
c/o Daniel Rice 
900 Red Mills Rd 
Walkill, NY 12589 

PARCELID 

LOCATION 

ACREAGE 

SCHOOL 

PROPERTY 
CLASS 

Exemption 

NONPRO REL 

133089-5955-02-639599-0000 

800-1000 Sacandaga Loop 

7.66 

Beacon City SD 

633 - Aged - home 

Value Tax Purpose 

12,000,000 CO/TOWN/SCH 

1.·.-_···· ____ srATEMENT OF COUNTY/TOWN TAXES L TOWN OF FISHKILL 

. -·- -,-- .. --.. ~ ·--~--- ___ ,., __ 
Page No. Roll Sect. SWIS Code 

1 of 1 8 133089 

Fiscal Year Warrant Dated 
- ·----·-

11112018 to 12/31/2018 12/18/2017 

Bill No. 
7747 

Bank Code 

Sequen ceNo. 
7 

ntNo. 

774 

Accou 

Last day ta pay without penalty: February 28, 
2018. After this date see Payment Schedule. 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

_" __ , ----
The assessor estimates the Full Market Value of this property as of July 1, 2016 was: 

The Total Assessed Value of this property Is: 

The Uniform Percentage of Value used to establish assessments was: 

12,000,000 

12,000,000 

100.00 

For an-eXpfi3.nalion or the grleVii'riCei process, please ccitlta.Ct the local assessO( "Bna-a~JttorTfie"liOCikiE!fElllilITecr--­
'Contesting Your Assessment'. This booklet Is also available from the Dutchess County Real Property Tax 
Service Agency or the NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services website at 
http:f/www,tax.ny.gov/pdf/publlcations/orpls/grievancebooklet.pdf. Please note that the period far fillng 
complaints on the above assessment has passed. 

Full Value Estimate Exemption Value Tax Purpose Full Value Estimate 
12,000,000 

0/o Change In Levy Taxable Assessed Rates per $1000 
Taxing Purpose 

'*NON-HOMESTEAD PARCEL** 
County Tax 

Total Levy from Prior Year* Value or Units or per Units Tax Amounts 

Town Outside Tax 
Chelsea Fire 
Overlook Point Ugh! 
Rombout Sewer 
Rornbout Waler 

106,303,699 
7,004,828 

288,249 

-0.1 
2.0 
9.8 

I: 
'·/ 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

880.00 
880.00 
352.00 

3.538608 0.00 
4.128958 D.00 

.714698 0.00 
3.941644 3,46B.65 

22.709481 19,984.34 
3.592700 1,264.63 

------- ·-----·--· ··----- ·--·-·----

* This is the percent of increase or decrease of the current year's tax levy over the previous year's tax levy. This does not represent the total percent of 
your tax increase or decrease. The tax levy is the total amount to be raised by property taxes. 

Penalty/ Total 

.:/:t211 ;;;yg, 9? 
IS AMOUNT; ·~~$-24;717.62 

ff Paid Between Amount Interest 
------- -

Duo By: 2/28/2018 
Today - 2/28/2018 $24,717.62 $0,00 $24,717.62 

3/0112018- 3/31/2018 $24,717.62 $494.35 $25,211.97 
___ _ . _ er this date see penalty schedule at left 

4/0112018 - 4130/2018 $24,717.62 $741.53 $25,459.15 
----- - - -·-·---· 

Taxes paid b,,_ __ CACH 

RECEIVER'S STUB MUST BE RETURNED WtTH PAYMENT. INCLUDE YOUR PHONE NUMBER ON YOUR CHECK. FOR A RECEIPT OF 
PAYMENT, PLACE A CHECK MARK IN THIS BOX ( ] AND RETURN THE ENTtRE BILL WITH PAYMENT. 



Refund 
Town of Fishkill 

)17/18 CIT Tax Bill 

Currentlv on Tax Roll 

Dutchess Counh, 
Town of Fishkill 
Chelsea Fire 
Overlook Point Licht /OLPLD 
Rombout Sewer 
Rombout Water 

Ret School 

Corrected Tax Roll 

Dutchess Countv 
Town of Fishkill 

he!sea Fire 
Overlook Point Linht IOLPLD 
Rombout Sewer 
Rombout Water 

Ret School 

SCHEDULE A 

Grid Number: 133089-5955-02-639599-0000 
Name: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York 11 

Location: 800-1000 Sacandaga Loop 

Assessed Value Exemntion Amount Taxable Value 

12,000,000 12,000,000 
12,000,000 12,000,000 
12,000,000 12,000,000 

880 880 
880 880.00 
352 352.00 

School Interest (0 or 2%) 
Original amount 

Tax Rate 

0.003538608 
0.004128958 
0.000714698 

3.941644 
22.709481 

3.5927 

Countv Interest 
7% 

Total Tax on Current Roll 

Assessed Value 

12,000,000 
12,000,000 
12,000,000 

880 
880 
352 

Orininal amount 

Charge back 

Exemption Amount Taxable Value Tax Rate 

12,000,000 0.003538608 
12,000,000 0.004128958 
12,000,000 0.000714698 

880 3.941644 
880 22.709481 
352 3.5927 

School lnterest70 or 2o/J Countv Interest 
7% 

Total Tax on Corrected Roll 

A342 Allow. For Uncoil. Taxes 
A430 Town of Fishkill 
A430 Chelsea Fire 
A430 Overlook Point Light (OLPLD) 

TOTAL CHARGEBACK AMOUNT 

Total 

3,468.65 
19,984.34 

1,264.63 

24,717.62 

Total 

19,984.34 
1,264.63 

21,248.97 

3,468.65 

3,468.65 



Budget, Finance, and Personnel Committee Roll Call 

District Name Yes No 

District 19 - Towns of North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan Pulver* 

District 2 - Towns of Pleasant Valley and Poughkeepsie Sagliano* 
----------

District 13 - Towns of LaGrange, East Fishkill, and Wappinger Bolner* 
---------- --------

District 4 - Town of Hyde Park Black* 

District 20 - Town of Red Hook/Tivoli Munn* 

District 5 - Town of Poughkeepsie Keith 

District 7 - Towns of Hyde Park and Poughkeepsie Truitt (VC) 

District 9 - City of Poughkeepsie Johnson 

District 1 O - City of Poughkeepsie Jeter-Jackson 

District 12 - Town of East Fishkill Metzger (C) 
--------

District 15 - Town of Wappinger lncoronato 

District 18 - City of Beacon and Town of Fishkill Page 

Present: 1m. Resolution: _L Total: ~ _Q_ 

Absent: ~ Motion: Yes No 

Vacant: _Q_ Abstentions: 0 

.Jl9267 APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FOR REFUND OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES AND TO 
AUTHORIZE A CHARGE-BACK BY THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE - TOWN OF FISHKILL 

October 10, 2019 



Roll Call Sheets 
District Last Name Ye No 

District 19 - Towns of North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan Pulver 

District 2 - Towns of Pleasant Valley and Poughkeepsie Sagliano 

District 13-Towns of LaGrange, East Fishkill, and Wappinger Bolner 

District 4 - Town of Hyde Park Black 

District 20 - Town of Red Hook/Tivoli Munn 

District 1 - Town of Poughkeepsie Llaverias 

District 3 - Town of LaGrange Borchert 

District 5 - Town of Poughkeepsie Keith 

District 6 - Town of Poughkeepsie Edwards 

District 7 - Towns of Hyde Park and Poughkeepsie Truitt 

District 8 - City and Town of Poughkeepsie Brendli 

District 9 - City of Poughkeepsie Johnson 

District 1 O - City of Poughkeepsie Jeter-Jackson 

District 11 - Towns of Rhinebeck and Clinton Kearney 

District 12-Town of East Fishkill Metzger 

District 14-Town of Wappinger Amparo 

District 15 -Town of Wappinger Incoronato 

District 16 - Town of Fishkill and City of Beacon Zernike 

District 17 -Town and Village of Fishkill Miccio 

District 18 - City of Beacon and Town of Fishkill Page 

District 21 - Town of East Fishkill Horton 

District 22 - Towns of Beekman and Union Vale .. J Garito 

District 23 - Towns of Pawling, Beekman and East Fishkill Thomes 

District 24 - Towns of Dover and Union Vale Surman 

District 25 - Towns of Amenia, Washington, P!easa t Valley Houston 

Present: Resolution: Total: 
:), . _:Q_ 

Absent: _! Motion: Yes No 

Vacant: _J)__ Abstentions: V 

_Jl9267 APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FOR REFUND OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES AND TO 
AUTHORIZE A CHARGE-BACK BY THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE - TOWN OF FISHKILL 

October 15, 2019 



FAMILY &HUMAN SERVICES 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019268 

RE: PUBLIC HEALTH NUISANCE APPROPRIATION, 
NOT TO EXCEED $100,000.00, FOR COOPER 
ROAD MOBILE HOME PARK IN TOWN OF 
WAPPINGER 

Legislators THOMES, PULVER, SAGLIANO, and MICCIO offer the following and 
move its adoption: 

WHEREAS, Cooper Road Mobile Home Park, 121 Cooper Road, in the Town of 
Wappinger constitutes a Mobile Home Park as defined in Part 17 of the New York State Sanitary 
Code and Article 23 of the Dutchess County Sanitary Code, and 

WHEREAS, a Commissioner's Order directed to the owner of Cooper Road Mobile Home 
Park (hereinafter referred to as the "Owner") dated September 9, 2019 required that repairs to the 
public water supply serving Cooper Road Mobile Home Park be completed by September 13, 
2019,and 

WHEREAS, the repairs to the public water supply were not made, constituting violations 
of Subpart 5-1 and Part 17 of the New York State Sanitary Code, Articles 21 and 23 of the Dutchess 
County Sanitary Code, and the Commissioner's Order dated September 9, 2019, and 

WHEREAS, the failme of the Respondent to comply with Subpart 5-1 and Part 17 of the 
New York State Sanitary Code, Articles 21 and 23 of the Dutchess County Sanitary Code and the 
September 9, 2019 Commissioner's Order has resulted in a Public Health Nuisance for the mobile 
home park's residents, and 

WHEREAS, an informal hearing was scheduled for Wednesday, September 18, 2019 at 
10:00 a.m. at the Dutchess County Department of Community and Behavioral Health at which the 
Owner did not appear despite being notified, and 

WHEREAS, a public meeting was held at the Wappinger Town Hall at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, 
September 20, 2019, at which time many Mobile Home Park residents attended, but the Owner 
did not appear, and 

WHEREAS, a formal hearing was scheduled for Monday, September 23, 2019 at 10:00 
a.m. at the Dutchess County Department of Behavioral and Community Health at which the Owner 
did not appear despite being notified, and 

1 



WHEREAS, as a result of the September 23, 2019, hearing the owner was assessed an 
administrative penalty for violation of the State and County sanitary codes in the amount of 
$136,500 and continuing, and 

WHEREAS, there are presently Dutchess County tax liens against the Park property in the 
amount of$59,374, and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Behavioral and Community Health exercises emergency 
powers granted to him at Dutchess County Sanitary Code Section 2.5: "The Commissioner may 
authorize necessary action to alleviate emergencies and/or public nuisances in the event that the 
owner, lessee or occupant of any premises fails to respond to a direction of the Commissioner ... 
whenever it is determined that an emergency exists and there is a reasonable danger to life or 
health" and at New York Public Health Law Section 1305(2): "If the owner or occupant of any 
premises whereon any nuisance or condition deemed to be detrimental to the public health exists ... 
fails to comply with any order or regulation of any local board or health officer. .. for the 
suppression and removal of any such nuisance or other matter, in the judgment of the board or 
health officer detrimental to the public health, ... such board or its agents or employees may enter 
upon the premises to which such order or regulation relates, and suppress or remove such nuisance 
or other matter," and 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Department of Behavioral and Community Health, and 
its designated agent, were authorized by the Dutchess County Commissioner of Behavioral and 
Community Health to take such steps necessary to rectify the public health nuisance and condition 
detrimental to Public Health, and 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Water and Wastewater Authority having been 
authorized as representative of the Dutchess County Commissioner of Health pursuant to New 
York Public Health Law Section 1305(2) to enter the Cooper Road Mobile Home Park property to 
evaluate, operate, secure, and make any emergency repairs to the water supply system until further 
notice, and 

WHEREAS, in order to assure that potable water and acceptable septic facilities are 
available to the tenants of the Mobile Home Park, emergency and permanent repairs to the public 
water supply system at Cooper Road Mobile Home Park have been estimated to cost up to 
$100,000.00, and 

WHEREAS, bid procedures shall be followed to procure the parts and services necessary 
to effect permanent repairs and the County shall pursue reimbursement from any responsible party 
for all expenses paid by the County, and 

WHEREAS, all penalties and costs of the County of Dutchess shall be resulting in 
additional liens against the property, now, therefore, be it 

2 



RESOLVED, the Commissioner of Finance is hereby authorized, empowered, and directed 
to amend the 2019 Operating Budget as follows: 

APPROPRIATIONS: 
Increase: 
A.4010.29.4401.105 

Decrease: 
A.1990.4007 

CA-191-19 
JMF/CRC/kvh 
G-1652-B 
10/08/19 
Fiscal Impact: Attached 

STATEOFNEWYORK 

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 

Professional Services - Consultants $100,000 

General Contingency $100,000 

ss: 

This is to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Dutchess have compared the foregoing resolution with 
the original resolution now on file in the office of said clerk, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 15t1, day of October 2019, and that the 
same is a true and correct transcript of said original resolution and of the whole thereof. 

IN WI'INESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of said Legislature this 15th of October 2019. 

¥\A,~ 
RRIS, CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE 
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

□ NO FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED 

APPROPRIATION RESOLUTIONS 
(To be completed by requesting department) 

Total Current Year Cost $ _1_0--'o,'--00_0 __________________ _ 

Total Current Year Revenue $ --------------------
and Source 

General Contingency 

Source of County Funds (check one): D Existing Appropriations, Econtingency, 
D Transfer of Existing Appropriations, D Additional Appropriations, D Other (explain). 

Identify Line ltems(s): 
A.4010.29.4401.105 

Related Expenses: Amount $ --------
Nature/Re as on: 

Anticipated Savings to County: 

Net County Cost (this year): 
---------------------O v er 2 1/2 years: ____________________ _ 

Additional Comments/Explanation: 
The County will pursue reimbursement from all responsible parties for the corrections being made to the system. 

Prepared by: _Je_s_s_ica_W_h_ite ______________ Prepared On: --'1-=0/-"4/.;:;2.c..01;.;;9 ____ _ 

Ou\.pdf 



To: All Legislators 

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 
STATE OF NEW YORK 
A. GREGG PULVER 

CHAIRMAN OF THE LEGISLATURE 

MEMORANDUM 

From: A. Gregg Pulver, Chahman of the Legislature@ 

Date: October 8, 2019 

Re: Resolution PUBLIC HEALTH NUSIANCE APPROPRIATION, NOT TO EXCEED 
$100,000.00, FOR COOPER ROAD MOBILE HOME PARK IN TOWN OF WAPPINGER 

A resolution was presented to the Legislature which would authorize funding for emergency and 
permanent repairs to the public water supply system at Cooper Road Mobile Home Park in the 
Town of Wappinger. The Mobile Home Park has been cited for numerous NYS Sanitary Code 
and County Sanitary Code violations, therefore the Commissioner ofDCDBCH has enacted 
emergency powers to rectify the situation. DCDBCH and DCWW A have made numerous 
attempts, including public hearings, to work with the cmrnnt owner to make the necessary repairs 
to ensure access to clean and safe drinking water. Thus far, the owner has been umesponsive. 

As Chai1man, by the authority granted to the Chair in the 2019 Pe1manent Rules of the Dutchess 
County Legislature, Rule 4.5 Petitions, Reports, Motions, Resolutions and Announcements 
paragraph (E), I have waived the requh-ement that this resolution be submitted to the Clerk of the 
County Legislature prior to the resolution deadline date. 

22 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 
Phone: 845.486.2112 Fax: 845.486.2113 

gpulver@dutchessny.gov 
www.dutchessny.gov 



Family and Human Services Committee Roll Call 

District Name 

District 19 - Towns of North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan Pulver* 

District 2 - Towns of Pleasant Valley and Poughkeepsie Sagliano* 

District 13 - Towns of LaGrange, East Fishkill, and Wappinger Bolner* 

District 4 - Town of Hyde Park Black* 

District 20 - Town of Red Hook/Tivoli Munn* 

District 10 - City of Poughkeepsie Jeter-Jackson 

District 16 - Town of Fishkill and City of Beacon Zernike 

District 21 - Town of East Fishkill Horton 

District 22 - Towns of Beekman and Union Vale Garito 

District 23 - Towns of Pawling, Beekman and East Fishkill Thomes (C) 
-- --- -- - -----------

District 25 - Towns of Amenia, Washington, Pleasant Valley Houston (VC) 

Vacant 

Present: Resolution: Total: 

Yes 

Absent: t 
Vacant: _I_ 

Motion: Yes 
Abstentions: _Q_ 

No 

_Q_ 

No 

~'l19268 PUBLIC HEAL TH NUISANCE APPROPRIATION, NOT TO EXCEED $100,000.00, FOR 
-OOPER ROAD MOBILE HOfyfE PARK IN TOWN OF WAPPINGER 

October 10, 2019 



Roll Call Sheets 
District Last Name No 

District 19 -Towns of North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan Pulver 

District 2 - Towns of Pleasant Valley and Poughkeepsie Sagliano 

District 13 - Towns of LaGrange, East Fishkill, and Wappinger Bolner 

District 4 - Town of Hyde Park Black 

District 20 - Town of Red Hook/Tivoli Munn 

District 1 - Town of Poughkeepsie Llaverias 

District 3 - Town of LaGrange Borchert 

District 5 - Town of Poughkeepsie Keith 

District 6 - Town of Poughkeepsie Edwards 

District 7 - Towns of Hyde Park and Poughkeepsie Truitt 

District 8 - City and Town of Poughkeepsie Brendli 

District 9 - City of Poughkeepsie Johnson 

District 10 - City of Poughkeepsie Jeter-Jackson 

District 11 - Towns of Rhinebeck and Clinton Kearney 

District 12 -Town of East Fishkill Metzger 

District 14 -Town of Wappinger Amparo 

District 15 -Town of Wappinger lncoronato 

District 16 - Town of Fishkill and City of Beacon Zernike 

District 17 -Town and Village of Fishkill Miccio 

District 18 - City of Beacon and Town of Fishkill Page 

District 21 - Town of East Fishkill Horton 

District 22 - Towns of Beekman and Union Vale Garito 

District 23 - Towns of Pawling, Beekman and East Fishkill Thomes 

District 24 - Towns of Dover and Union Vale Surman 

District 25 - Towns of Amenia, Washington, Pleasant Valley Houston 

Present: aid- Resolution: Total: 0 

Absent: -1....... Motion: Yes No 

Vacant: IL Abstentions: -12_ 

"019268 PUBLIC HEAL TH NUISANCE APPROPRIATION, NOT TO EXCEED $100,000.00, FOR 
,OOPER ROAD MOBILE HOME PARK IN TOWN OF WAPPINGER 

October 15, 2019 



-plJTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATUR_p 
Commendation: Veteran Tommy Zurhellen Walks Across America 

The Dutchess County Legislature offers the following and moves its adoption: 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Legislature seeks to aclmow!edge the contributions of individuals who perform public 
service for Dutchess County, and 

WHEREAS, Tommy Zurhellen is the commander of the Poughkeepsie Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 170 and a 
professor at Marist College, and · 

WHEREAS, Tommy Zurhellen walked 2,866 miles from Portland, Oregon to Poughkeepsie to bring awareness to 
homelessness and suicide among veterans through tl1e VetZero p1·oject, walking 22 miles a day to represent the average number 
of veterans who die by suicide each day, accoi'ding to a20.15 Department of Veterans Affair Study, with a 2018 study showing a 
decrease to 20 a day, and · · 

WHEREAS, the VetZero project has raised a1most$42,000 so far, passing its initial goal of $40,000, which represents 
the number of homeless veterans living on the streets in the United States according to the 2015 study, said funds going towards 
Hudson River Housing's Libe1ty Station program for veterans and the Vet 2 Vet Peer Mentoring program, and 

WHEREAS, Tommy Zurhellrm had to rely on the kindness of strangers to make it to the finish line, having to walk in 
Wyoming through a blinding wall of snow which blurred his vision and stifled his breathing, and suffering pain from walking 
for 130 days, with two sprained ankles, two Jost to,enails, and a cry every other day, and 

WHEREAS, the stories of veterans Tommy Zurhellen met along the road motivated him to complete a challenge he 
wasn't entirely confident he could finish, meeting on average one veteran a day on the road, and 

WHEREAS, Tommy Zurhellen serves as an inspiration for the veterans in the program, signifying a feeling of suppmt 
some veterans never experienced when returning home, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature on behalf of all people of Dutchess County does hereby commend, 
congratulate and thank Tommy Zurhellen for his dedication to veterans in Dutchess County, and be it further 

i 

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature hereby extenc:ls it best wishes to Tommy Zurhellen and offers their 
best wishes in all his future endeavors. 

STAIB OF NEW YORK Resolution No. 2019269 
ss: 

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 

111is is to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Dutchess have compared the foregoing resolution with the original resolution now on file 
in the office Of said clerk, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 15th day of Octobet 2019, and that the same is a true and correc·t transcript of said original resolution :1nd 
of the whole thereof. 

IN WI1NESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hnnd and seal of said Legislature this 15111 day of October 2019. ~ 0 l/1 /l 

CAR~LElfo~-~,AWRE 



s~-----------------------------------------, 

-olJTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
Proclamation: October as Archives Appreciation Month 

The Dutchess County Legislature offers the following and moves its adoption: 

WHEREAS, historical records and archives of Dutchess County are crucial to the way we 1mderstand our 
past and plan for our future, and, 

WHEREAS, Dutchess County's rich and diverse heritage is contained in these docmnents and records 
created by and for its people, and, · 

WHEREAS, on April 11, 1919, Governor Al Smith signed into law a bill that created the post oflocal 
government historian for all towns, villages, and cities in New York State, charging them with the preservation and 
administration oflocal historical records, and, 

WHEREAS, this law was later amended in 1933 to include the post of county historian, for the purpose of 
insuring the preservation and administration of historical records at the county level, and, 

WHEREAS, Dutchess County has appointed the following twelve county historians to care for its historical 
records: James F. Baldwin (1942), Edwin H. Rozell (1950), Edmund Van Wyck (1952), Ralph H. Short (1956), 
Amy Ver Nooy (1962), Frederic A. Smith (1968), Dorothy B. Alsdorf (1970), Wilhemena Powers (1972), 
Radford Curdy (1979), Joyce Ghee (1981), Stanley H. Mersand (2006), and William P. Tatum III (2012), and, 

WHEREAS, the diligent efforts have been made by county and local historians as well as historical 
societies to preserve and to malce the docmnented history accessible to present and future generations, and, 

WHEREAS, the work of these historians has contributed to the better understanding of who we are as a 
people and how we hope to live, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature does hereby proclaim October as Archives 
Appreciation Month in Dutchess County and urges its fellow citizens to learn the length and breadth of Dutchess 
County heritage detailed in its archives and historical records. 

STAIBOFNEWYORK 

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 
ss: 

Resolution No. 2019270 

This is to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Dutchess have compared the foregoing resolution with the original resolution now 
on file in the office of said clerk, and which was adopted by said LegJslatute on the 15th day of October 2019, and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said original 
resolution and of the whole thereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my handnnd seal ofsuidLegislriture this 15d• day of October r!,. ~ ~ \/\ 
1 

, ~ _.-, 

c~s, cLl~ISLATURE 



vuTCfIESS COUNTY LEGISLATUJRE 

Condolence: Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr. 

The Dutchess County Legislature offers the following and moves its adoption: 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess Cotmty Legislature has learned with sadness and regret of the recent 
death of Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr., on August 28, 2019, at the age of 87, and 

WHEREAS, Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr. was born on November 22, 1931, in Beacon, New York, and 
was the son of the late Hon. Benjamin P. Roosa and Marion (Fleming) Roosa, and 

\VHEREAS, Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr. graduated from Beacon High School and later received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Columbia College and his Juris Doctorate degree from Albany Law School 
of Union University, and 

WHEREAS, after graduation from Law School, Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr. joined his father's law 
practice, Roosa & Roosa in BeaCon, and was later joined by his daughter Elizabeth, and 

WHEREAS, Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr. was active in Iris community, serving as President of the 
Board of Trustees for the First Presbyterian Church of Beacon, a Member of the Board of the Dutchess 
County American Cancer Society, President of the Beacon Branch of the Salvation Army, Board Member 
of the YMCA, and a Member of Consistory of the Hopewell Reformed Church, serving as Chahman of 
its Investment Committee for many years, and for ten years sponsored the Duck Derby held by the 
American Cancer Society in memmy of his late wife, Betty, and 

WHEREAS, Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr. served on the Dutchess County Legislature for the Town of 
East Fishkill and as New York State Assemblyman for the 100th District where he sponsored legislation 
which created the Environmental Center at Stonykill and was also awarded the American Civil Liberties 
Freshman of the Year designation, and 

WHEREAS, interested in preserving the past, BenjaminP. Roosa1 Jr. was a member of the Beacon 
Historical Society, the Huguenot Historical Society, as well as the Fishkill and East Fishkill Historical 
Societies, and 

WHEREAS, Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr, was a member of Beacon Lodge 283 of the Free and 
Accepted Masons, the Hopewell Reformed Church, the New York State and Dutchess County Bar 
Associations, and the Republican Club of the Town of East Fishkill, and 

WHEREAS, Benjamin's passing will be mourned by his family, friends, and colleagues 
throughout Dutchess County, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature, on behalf of all the people of Dutchess 
County, does hereby extend its deep sympathy and sincere condolences to the family and friends of the 
late Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr., and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the meeting of the Dutchess County Legislature be adjourned in memory of the 
late Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr. 

SJ:ATEOFNEWYORK Resolution No, 2019271 
ss: 

COUNTYOFDUTCHESS 

'This is to certify th\lt 1, the undersigned Clerk ofthc Legislatute of the County of Dutchess have compru:cd the foregoing resolution with the oiigim1l 
resolution :now on file in the office of said df!r!:, ll11d which wa~ adopted b)' said Legislnrurc on the 15•• d<ty of October 2019, and lhnt the snme is n true ,md correct 
transcript of said original resolution and of the whole thereof. 

IN WffNESS WJ-IERHOF, I have hereunto set my hand <1nd seal of stud Legislat\lre this 151'1 d 



1)UTCfIESS COUNTY LEGISLATUJRE 

Condolence: Edgar K. Waaler 

The Dutchess County Legislature offers the following and moves its adoption: 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Legislature has learned with sadness and regret of the 
recent death of Edgar K. Waaler on September 26, 2019, at the age of 81, and 

WHEREAS, Edgar K. Waaler was born on September 22, 1938, in Brooklyn, New York 
and was the son of the late Edgar Waaler and Oddny (Hansen) Waaler, and 

WHEREAS, Edgar K. Waaler graduated from Massapequa High School and attended 
Dutchess Community College, and 

WHEREAS, Edgar K. Waaler served his.country in the United St.ates Army, and 

WHEREAS, Edgar K. Waaler was an Assistant Civil Engineer and retired from the 
Dutchess County Department of Public Works, and 

WHEREAS, Edgar's lifelong hobbies included classic cars and bowling, and 

WHEREAS, Edgar's passing will be mourned by his family, friends, and colleagues 
throughout Dutchess County, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature, on behalf of all the people of 
Dutchess County, does hereby extend its deep sympathy and sincere condolences to the family 
and friends of the late Edgar K. Waaler, and, be it further 

/ 
RESOLVED, that the meeting of the Dutchess County Legislature be adjourned in 

memory of the late Edgar K. Waaler. 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUN'IY OF DUTCHESS 

Resolution No. 2019272 
ss: 

This is to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Dutchess have compared the foregoing resolution with 
the original resolution now on file in the office of said clerk, and which was adopted by sait!Lcgislature on the 15th day of October 2019, and that the 
same is a true and correct transcript of snid original resolution and of the whole thereof, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have he,eunto set my hru,d and,~,! of srud Lcgisl~~ IS•• (2f Octobe, 2019. 

~~\m, C~SLATURE 



On motion by Assistant Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Majority 
Leader Sagliano, and carried, the Rules were suspended to allow the 
public to address the Legislature on agenda and non-agenda items. 

Constantine Kazolias, City of Poughkeepsie, spoke in support of a mobile 
cat neutering unit. 

Charles Davenport spoke regarding socialism. Copy of comments 
attached. 

Michele Pheil, Probation Officer, spoke in support of the Legislature 
passing 207C, line of duty benefit, for peace officers. 

Mary Ellen McCue, Senior Probation Officer, spoke in support of the 
Legislature passing 207C, line of duty benefit, for peace officers. 

Letter from Tom A. Sisson, Probation Officer unable to attend meeting, 
read into the minutes in support of the Legislature passing 207C, line of 
duty benefit, for peace officers. Copy of letter attached. 

Leah, Dutchess County residents, spoke regarding her trauma of being a 
rape victim and the need for trauma informed investigators. 

Frank Haverkamp, Senior Probation Office, spoke in support of the 
Legislature passing 207C, line of duty benefit, for peace officers. 

Anthony Adamo, CSEA Regional 3 President, spoke in support of the 
Legislature passing 207C, line of duty benefit, for peace officers. 

No one wishing to speak, on motion by Assistant Majority Leader Bolner, 
duly seconded by Majority Leader Sagliano and carried, the Regular Order 
of Business was resumed. 

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:58 
p.m. in memory of Benjamin P. Roosa, Jr., and Edgar K. Waaler. 
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October 15, 2019 

Dutchess County Legislature 

22 Market Street 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

To the Dutchess County Legislature: 

Your time is valuable, and I thank you in advance for attention. My name is Thomas Sisson, and I have been serving 

Dutchess County as a Probation Officer for over 14 years. During that time, I have had very few physical encounters, 

thankfully, and have been fortunate in that at no time during my years of service, have I been significantly injured on the 

job. This is certainly a blessing I do not take lightly for several reasons, including that I am the sole financial provider for 

a family of four. 

A fellow officer and friend of mine, Michele Pfeil, has not been so fortunate. She, like myself, probably never thought 

that something as tragic as the attack she suffered would ever happen. Against the odds, that attack did happen, and to 

make matters exponentially worse, the real tragedy has been that she has suffered for over 15 months without the 

support she is afforded by 207C legislation. In addition to the physical and emotional strains she still faces every single 

day, she's experiencing~ literal battle of "insult to injury." 

Though I cannot make tangible Michele's story and the heartbreak that it encompasses the way only she can, I would 

like to bring your attention to how her tragedy has impacted the lives of those who serve as Probation Officers here in 

Dutchess County. 

I can begin by sharing a personal story of my own, which occurred on June 30th
, 2018. The day before, my family 

welcomed our youngest child, who was born at Northern Dutchess Hospital. I was about to be the first Dutchess County 

employee to be able to take advantage of an eight week paternity leave at full pay. While we remained in the hospital 

recovering, Michele was being wheeled off of an ambulance down the hall at the same hospital, with her flesh torn to 

pieces by attack dogs, nearly losing her life from blood loss. She, too, would be taking some time off. The sickening 

piece to this story is that Michele, who nearly died while conducting the duties of a Probation Officer, would exhaust 

every minute of benefit time she had earned during her decades of service in the months to pass before she was even 

eligible for compensation. 

Now that we are all keenly aware of how it can be to serve without the protection of 207C, things are different. Michele 

was left to fend for herself, with no real assistance from this County, despite her sacrifice. The same thing would 

happen to any one of us if we are injured on the job. This is an awareness that inherently interferes with our ability to 

do our jobs that we've sworn to do. After all, there is no protection for ourselves and our families in the event we are 

injured. 

In brief, I implore you to pass 207c legislation. Please help protect us, so that we can continue to protect the people of 

Thomas A. Sisson 




